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The second  qasfda  received  from  its author the title of
Tayyara or Volant because of the name of its luckless subject,
Shahfn  (i. e. Falcon)  Giray.  This  unhappy  Prince was the
last  Khan  of the Crimea, and one of the countless victims
of   Russian   ambition   and   treachery.   Weakly  yielding  to
Muscovite threats and bribes, he had renounced his allegiance
to  the  Sultan  and proclaimed himself the vassal of St. Pe-
tersburgh.  But  he  was not long in finding out how Russia
deals   by  those   who  trust  her.   Continually  insulting  and
degrading him before  his  own  people,  his oppressors suc-
ceeded in compelling him to abandon his country and leave
it  wholly in their hands. Unfortunately for himself, Shahfn
sought refuge in  Turkey;  for GAbd-ul-Hamfd was incensed
at   his  betrayal   of his   allegiance   and   at  his  abandoning
without a blow a Muhammedan people to the cruel persecutions
of the most barbarous among the Christian nations, and so
Shahfn was sent a prisoner to Rhodes, where he was shortly
afterwards  put to  death.   He  was a Prince of considerable
culture, and wrote Turkish verse with skill and feeling. l

At the time of Shahfn's banishment Vehbf happened to
be cadi of Rhodes, and as such he was brought into contact
with the ill-starred Prince. The Volant Qasfda is his account
of the tragedy so far as he himself was concerned. It is dedi-
cated to the Sultan, who is praised in the usual fulsome man-
ner, while the wretched fugitive is in corresponding measure
vilified and abused. This was perhaps inevitable, yet it does
not tend to present the writer in a pleasant light. The
signification of the Prince's name Shahfn (Falcon) gives the
keynote for the imagery of the poem which is throughout

1 Among the cmiosities of Tuikish literature is a cciiculai' ghazei (ghazcl-i
mudcvvel) by Shdhin Ghtiy. This ingenious composition is repioduced as the
frontispiece of my Qtfoman Poems translated into Rnglhh rw-n?, published
in 1882, and the text (tiansliterated) is printed a few pages furthei on.